Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.033; wR factor = 0.067; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.8.
Related literature
For the crystal structures of other diphenyltin(IV) complexes, see: Alcock et al. (1992) ; Gao et al. (2009); Li et al. (2009) .
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Comment
In the crystal structure of the title compound two independent molecules with different conformations exist. In both molecules the Sn IV atoms are hepta-coordinated by the four acetate O atoms, the two phenyl C atoms and the pyridine N atom, leading to an approximate pentagonal-bipyramidal configuration. The acetate and pyridine groups are positioned in the equatorial plane, while the phenyl groups occupy the axial positions. The two molecules differ mainly in torsion of the phenyl and pyridine rings. Thus, while the two phenyl groups in the Sn1 molecule are almost perpendicular with respect to each other, making a dihedral angle of 89.54 (15)°, the analogous angle in the Sn2 molecule is 60.11 (14)°. Moreover, in the Sn1 molecule, the pyridine ring is nearly coplanar with the plane passing through the acetate groups [dihedral angle = 12.6 (2)°], whereas in the Sn2 molecule they are highly twisted, the dihedral angle between the two planes being 41.77 (13)°.
Experimental
The title compound was obtained as a colorless crystal by slow evaporation of a solution of diphenyltin(IV) dichloride in a mixture of pyridine and acetic acid at room temperature.
Refinement
A low angle reflection, (-1 0 1), probably affected by extinction, was omitted from the dataset. Hydrogen atoms were placed at calculated positions (C-H 0.93-0.96 Å), and were treated as riding on their parent atoms, with U(H) set to 1.2-1.5 times Ueq(C).
Figures Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot of the title compound at the 25% probability level. Hydrogen atoms have been omitted for clarity.
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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